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FLOODS IN THE EAST OF SRI LANKA

Rev. Ruban reporting from Battical oa

T heheavy rainsand floods
in the East mainly in
Batticdoaand Amparahave
caused serious damages
harming the lives of
thousands of the people.
Our pastors Rev. Ruban
Sivanantham, Rev. Jerome
Paul, and Rev.
Kirubainathan, along with
other workers in the East
themselvesaredisplaced living in the schools. The church at Perianilavani is
completely damaged dueto the heavy storm acouple of daysago. Peopleare
unableto moveabout and hence using the boatsto reach other campsRev. Ruban
informed. Thereisashortage of food and dry ration. Nofacility isavailableto
cook thefood and thereisascarcity of cooked food asthe number of thosewho
got displacedisinthousands. The JaffnaDioceseis making arrangementsto send
food itemsand other relief materialsto the East.

MORE SUPPLY OF BICYCLESTO
THE STUDENTS

Theadversewesather condition and thefloodsintheVanni makelifehard especidly
for thestudentsof Vanni area. Theresettlementsaremainly intheinterior villages
far fromtheschools
and themainroads.
Many of the main
| | school buildingsare
| either not repaired
or under the
occupation of the
security forces. The
studentshavetouse
the damaged roads
either walking or
cyding. Busservices
are very irregular

x : : : ey SO’ /owing to the
shortage of busesand on thetop of everything the condition of theroadsand the
damaged bridges.

T he Jaffna Diocese is
tryingitsbest tohepthese
school going children,
mainly in the interior
villages supplying
bicycles. Onthe 10th of
Jenuary 2011, twenty five
bicyclesweredigtributed
to children living in
Vattakachchi area. The
bicyclesweregiftedby a
well wisher whowantsto
remainanonymous. Thepastorsof Vanni areworking tirdessy under theleadership
of the coordinator of the Centrefor HolisticHealing Dr Thaya Thiagargjahand
thegroup of animatorsworking with her.

TELLIPALLAI CHURCH SHOULD BE

A NATIONAL MONUMENT

>\ T dlipalai Church of the
Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India
(JDCSI) caught up and
marooned within the
Northern High Security
Zonefor thirty yearsisina
sad and pathetic state.
Thankstotheeffortsmade
by Bishop Daniel
Thiagaragjah thereis now

thehopeof bringingit back
to its pristine glory, and
more especially to have it renovated and a declared as a national historical
monument. With afast-growing banyan tree, the front gives an Ankhor Wat
characteridtic. Itwasin Tellipala dmost 200 yearsago Jaffna sforaysinto modern
medi cine and education began when the earliest of themissionariesfromtheUS
arrivedin 1816 and began their servicesto the community. Thememoria grounds
next to the church indicate the sacrifice these missionaries made especially the
deathsat very young age of their wives.
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New Year afternoon wasamemorableevent with aservice of Holy Communion
led by Bishop Thiagarajah assisted by the Reverends Sivaguru Joseph, Antony
Saverimuttu  and
BenjaminJeyargahwith
Biblereadingsrendered
inTamil and Sinhalese
and Bishop’smessage
also interpreted in
Sinhalese. Among the
worshippers were
members of the 515
Brigadewhohed eaxlier
cleaned up the
missionary graveyard
and the church, which
was no easy task, and madeit read y for the service. They also provided the
chairsfor thecongregation.
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TheRev Catherine Joseph and ThayaThiagargahledinthesinging of somechoruses
inthreelanguagesand Nithi Kanagartnam sang “ Just acloser walk withthee, “as
agpecial. Following the church service, the entire congregation moved to the
missionary graveyardfor an act of gratitudeto themiss onariesacknowledging the
differencethey madeto our peopleat great price, and for thefinal blessings. He
also acknowledged the hel p rendered by the officersand men of the 515 Brigade
andtheir understanding that thisplaceof worshipispreciousto us. Although weekly
servicesarenot held, Tellipallai being adeserted township, specia servicesare
held by the IDCSI fromtimetotimeinwhich Tdlipala resdentswholiveoutside
the zone participate. Wehaveto begrateful and proud of somehistorical landmarks
inthenorthandif thereisanything soimportant and memorablein particular, itis
theTellipallai Church. Itsrenovation along with itsmission bungalow will bea
grateful testimony of our peopleto the pioneersof modern medicineand education
let alonethe Good News of the Gospel they propagated. The previousnight the
Uduvil Church and surroundswere gaily decorated with el ectric lamps by the
local Brigade 513 and officersand men a so parti cipated as or with the community
they surprised everyone after the servicewith giftsand a so provided cakesand
coffee.

“Man isborn free, and everywhere heisin chains.”
- Jean Jacques Rousseaul.

“We must turn to each other and not on each other.”

“| believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have
the final word.” - Martin Luther King, Jr.

- Jesse Jackson.
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EDITORIAL

Morning Star that counts over a century and a half of existence

and the first bilingual newspaper of Asia, we felt must awaken to
new realities and dynamism.

During its early years it was virtually a recorder of missionary
activities in North Sri Lanka.

Later on it began to speak up for Christian values and also
integrate the activities of the local people in its news coverage. Its
stand was often quite conservative until it came to the phase of the
influence the Jaffna Youth Congress had on the community.

Morning Star’s major contribution has been as a historical
document of great importance especially of the Christian institutions,
the churches, schools and the hospitals and of course the Christian
community.

In respect of all these the Morning Star served us well and had
as its editors some great scholars who gave their services free as
volunteers.

Morning Star will now have to gear up to meet the needs of a
community charged with the responsibility to create a new nation
that must be founded on peace and goodwill irrespective of the
diversities of faiths and cultures. It must fearlessly seek an ethos
that will enable every citizen to reach out to each other as equals
and in quest of national brotherhood. We as Christians have to be
partners in this mission and also have our stables clean and
purposeful. We will not ride with those who cause us to stumble on
the values that we honour and above all the faith that is precious to
us. We will lay the foundation for such

Supported by the experience of elder writers we are placing
the Morning Star in the hands of the emerging young leadership of
the church, colleges and the community. Their dynamism and visions
are crucial to our future.

A TRIBUTE TO THE REV AND
MRSA C THAMBIRAJAH

By Brothers Christie Richards and Victor Karunairajan

T heyear 1945 wasamajor landmark
in our lives. We were village boys of a
widowed mum who hardly had any
connectionsthat werecrucial to thekind of
lifestylesthat were wished and pursued at
that time. What mattered those dayswaswho
you wereand not what you arefor influence
to seek opportunitiesand achieve progress.
Thiswasgenerdly an essentia factor.

Our mum neither had that nor sought it,
she wanted her boys to grow up and earn /
the successesthey desired. Her goal wasto - ’
giveusagood mora and Christian education J h
and committed thisin her prayers. Her life 7 g I
wasto beour model. And she never “sissied” usinto a selfish possessivetrap.
Parental possessivenessisthemost debilitating virusinachild'slife,

IN1945 shepulled usout of theloca vernacular school, the SaivaTamil Vidyasdaii
and enrolled us at JaffnaCollegeamileand ahalf away instead of at the Hindu
English School next doorsto us. Today thisschool isalarge educational complex,
the Vaddukodda Hindu College.

Elitechildrenlargely attended Jaffna College and the hostel facilities, unlike
today, were open to mostly thericher kidsfrom the outstations. Thanksto the
visionsof the Rev John Bicnknell sustained by Principal K A Selliah, poorer and
needy children especially from the neighbouring community of Natchandi were
ableto secure placestoo; these however werevery limited. Thefortunate and
privileged werethedlite children and those of theteachers.

Once when the story of the miller and son was staged, one of uswasthe
donkey; thefather and son wereteachers children, two heavy over-sized boys.
Thislargely reflected our station at the school .

Elitechildrenfrom Colombo, someof them semi-delinquent, also propagated
the Bamba awatte d ang English unconcerned about the horriblemeaningsof some
of thosewords. They created afad of it and looked down on us, the bare-footed
village boyswho spoke Tamil but our written English unliketheirswas perfect.

Weredlly had to struggle against various odds. The privileged had morethan
thelion’s share even with scholarshipsindiscriminately granted to favourites
sometimes morethan oneto the samefamily. Only certain children could usethe
three pianosat school. Our ambitionswerelimited to rotelearning and securing
marksand we werethereceiving ends of theire of someteachers.
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Disciplineto them meant smashing up the spirited children. One used hishands
likehelicopter bladeswhen beating up the studentsimmateria whether boy or girl.
Malaysan coconut pluckersuse such amethod to train monkeysfor that job. Elite
children and those of theteacherswere spared of such humiliating trestment.

Fortunately for ustherewereahandful of exceptionally committed teachersand
even more, therewerethe Rev and MrsA C Thambiragjah who werein charge of
the Vaddukoddai Parish at that time.

Until wejoined Jaffna College our family was members of the Chankanai
Church and going to church walking through the paddy fiel dswasacumbersome
Sunday task. But our grandmother
made surewedid attend church.

At that time Catechist Carpenter
Canagasingam wasin charge of the
Chankanai Church. One Sunday inthe
month hehad an evening serviceat the
nearby Pilawatte ANTM School, the
headmaster of whichwasadedicated
man, Mr Chelliah. Every morning
Monday to Friday he would gather
childrenfrommanua worker families
and lead them to school. Thecircuit
priest stationed at Pandateruppu was
theRev G D Thomas. Hiswifeand he
weregresat friendsof our family.

Oncewe began attending Jaffna
College we came under the
ingpirational influence of the Thambirgjahs, Pothagar uncleand Arul aunty to us.
We devel oped agreat deal of love and affection towardsthem and they became
very special to us. It wasat thisstage, the Christian impact seeded by our mum
and grandmaon us, spontaneously took roots. Evenin our growing up yearswe
never realized how deeply it wasdeveloping within us. Their energy, enthusiasm,
wit, loveand visonsweretonicto us. Church-based activitiesbecame meaningful.

We were saddened when they | eft the church opting for Navajeevanam —
New Life-inthefar off Wanni. It wasaremarkabl e calling for them. We soon
redlized God wasleading their livesin thisfoundational task and both of usstayed
closeto them. Wherever they went and whatever they did they remained our
family Pothagar uncle and Pothagar aunty. Very often Nava eevanam was our
refugewhen we needed aretreat into self-introspection. Inlater years, whenever
wevisited Sri LankaNava eevanamwould beour first cal.

Today when Bishop Daniel Thiagargjah leadshismighty effortsto help the
Wanni to rise up again, the dream that Pothagar uncle and Arul aunty pursued
somefifty yearsago givesusgreat hopes. They were the pioneerswho showed
theway for usto the Wanni and involved the church in this mission of socio-
economic activitiesand al so provided educational skillsto needy boysbut more
than that, ahomefor them.

It wasatragedy that inthe near total destruction of theWanni, Nava eevanam
too becameavictim.

How we brotherswish that one day Navajeevanamwill riseup asaunique
School of Agricultureas part of the Jaffna College complex and hopethe Board of
Directors of Jaffna . : , -
College will pursue |* '
this ideal. The |
Navgeevanamfamily
will honourthevisons | ¢
of their parentsifthey
optforaneducationd |
complex in their
parents memory. The
Thambirajahs were
aways loya to the |
JDCSI and would
never havetolerated any charlatan element to affect their faith. It isbut right
Nava eevanam becomesthe socio-economic arm of the JDCS| inthe Wanni.

Intheyears past children went to school but now the school must go tothe
peopleto provide education for all especially to teach skillsneeded at the grass
roots. JaffnaCollegeand Uduvil GirlsCallegehavetofacethischdlenging demand
by opening up off-campus educational programmes and the Wanni where
Navag eevanam was started need thismorethan any other region in the country.

Thisfeatureisour humbletributeto Pothagar uncleand Arul aunty for their
inspiringimpact on usfrom our childhood yearsand what they have meant to our
family.

It must truly be God'splan to movethe Thambirgasout into theworld amidst
wild animalsand venomous reptilesfor such atask and Navajeevanam’sideals
have greater meaningstoday than ever before. Education for development iswhat
we want not the formal kind only that ignores our development potential but
facilitatesmigration that aggravates our problems. We haveto pursue solutions
and progress.
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THE MORNING STAR

NEW YEAR LUNCH AT THE PSYCHIATRIC

HOSPITAL AT TELLIPPALAI

Patientsof the Tellipallai Psychiatric
Hospital were treated to a grand
Christmas Tree event led by S R
Jesupalan at which many participated
from the community. The evening was
marked by agreat deal of singingand |
dancinginwhichthe patientsparticipated
spontaneoudly. Their enthusiasm was
such; they danced and sang lateintothe sl
night. They would havedanced dl night.

The JDCSI treated them to lunch on
New Year’'sDay and thisoperationwas
carried out by RevBenjamin Jeyargjah,
Victor Jeyakumar and Pradeep Kumar.
Mr Jeyakumar who participated inthe
cooking of themain dishinthebackyard
of Bishop’s House, Vaddukoddai ,
commented that treating these patients was an overwhel ming experiecefor him
and agreat way to beginaNew Year.

FESTIVE EVENING AT THE
COLOMBO CHURCH

Childrenand young peopleof the Colombo JDCSI Church treated themselves
to agalaevening Tuesday December 21 at the Parish Hall. It wastrueto the
traditionswith snging, dancing and even skitsall with the message of Christmas.
The children from thekiddiesto teenagers performed these spontaneoudy sans
all sophistication. Thejoy they generated among themselvesand their parents
and friendswasimmense. Santatoo made his presence despiteinclement weather
intheregionsof theNorth Pole.

Theteachersand el ders headed by the parish priest, theRev V Pathmathayaan
were audience-participantswith theyoung leadersin charge of theevening. They
accounted themsel ves excellently and the talents they are endowed with was
quite obvious. Theyoung peoplein our churcheshail from across-section of the
society and their emergence from the grassrootsis quite evident. Asone ob-
server commented, theground isbresking wit anew hopefor the country under
theleadership of Bishop Daniel Thiagargjah.

JANUARY 2011

REFLECTIONS & VISIONS

DAWNAM IDST DARKNESS

By Gita Thiagarajah

Boom......slence....walingshdlls. .. my first thought wasof my mother. “ Amma?
| called out but received no response. Louder and frantic | called and my cry
echoed back to me. Trying to maintain my calm | got up and walked into the
hallway. My barefeet stepped on thick moisture, and asmy sensesbecamedert
| smelt what | dreaded, blood. Asmy eyes adjusted to the darkness | found my
mother’sfrail body lifdlessonthefloor.

| woke up bathed in sweat and with apounding heart. Flashbacksare even more
traumatizing than redlity. Almost every night my past would haunt meand yet the
fear and horror of it wasreal every time.

In history my mother wasjust another innocent victim but to me | lost the only
family | had. My father died when | wassix and | grew up an only child. We had
relatives abroad but contact waslimited and faded dlowly. My mother, aschool
teacher worked hard and brought me up in reasonable comfort. | wasn’t abad
student but theraging war had put astop to my education. Thelossof my mother
made melose every emotion | held within myself, now at theIDP camp | was
spiralinginto depression. | had attempted suicide many timesbut somehow failed,
fortunately no onefound out. Of course no onereally caresthesedays.

A loud cry interrupted my daze. “Why haveyou left me?’ thevoiceof thelittle
boy kept hysterically growing louder. | turned to theold lady next to my bed and
asked what the commotion wasall about. “Haven't you heard?You know that
boy Karthik, hismother diedin hospital yesterday and today only thearmy officer
hastold him. You know thambi these daysyou just can’'t sympathizeanymore, I'm
just usedtoall of it” the casua tone of theold lady didn’t surpriseme. What can
oneexpect from peoplewho have experienced unspeakable horrors? The brutaity
cannot be even comprehended.

Karthik, aboy of sx cametothelDPcamp with hismother. Hismother wastaken
to the hospital because of fever. She often lamented about her husband’s death
and how shewasto bring up the boy by hersalf. Now thisboy was orphaned like
me. | went to him and found him sprawled on hisbed weeping; | laid agentlehand
on him. Heimmediately embraced meand shuddered with painand horror.

| spent theentireday with him, trying to comfort him, but hewasinconsolable. As
evening cametheexhausted boy fell adeepinmy armsand as| lay him down he
mumbled“Anna, | haveonly youdon'tleaveme.” | knew thenthat thisiswhy |
wasspared. My londinessand hel plessnessvanished a that moment. | completely
accepted Karthik as my own brother and as | watched the sky burst with the
amazing hues of the sunset, | promised myself | would do everything | couldto
make both our livesmeaningful and worthliving. Asthenight approached my life
dawned into awhole new chapter.

AUSSIE CHILDREN ARE PRIME EXAMPLE

CHRISTMAS, CHILDRENAND CHRISTIANITY

Duri ng ashort holiday in Sri Lanka, Vijayan, Nilani and their three daughters
visited Jaffna particularly to visit our children at the Homes in Uduvil and
Pandateruppu. Not only did they spontaneoudly befriended thechildrenthey also
entertained to lunch, following with they gave giftstothem. Theevent wassmart
withagrateded of dancing and singinginwhichall thechildrenfredy participated.
TheAustralian children grately heartened by thisexperienceand they arelooking
forward to continuetheir relationshipwiththesegirlsfromthe Girls Homes. Nilani
isthedaughter of Kingsely and Rev. Mrs. AngelaThambiappa




