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Six Christmas services in the Wanni townships and farm villages

‘Being [n The Dark® We See the Light

. 2. l'
“I see a smile in a poor people’s face and see Christ”
Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah

Jaffna Diocese

“It is with great joy that we welcome you “
Wanni people
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The Wanni: An 0asis of Hope

Victor Karunairajan reporting from the Wanni
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hristmas, 2010: Despite the inclement weather, news forecast of

heavy rains in the Wanni and already flooded roads on the way, we
left Vaddukoddai at 4 30 AM: Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah, Bishop Ammah
Thaya and | with Pradeep at the wheels.

It was a torturous ride to Kilinochchi, a tossing and turning sixty miles
of it on the A9 heavily damaged by the monsoonal showers. It also
pathetically reflected the quality of road works and maintenance, a per-
petual curse from which there seems no deliverance.

head of us for the day were six Christmas services in the Wanni town-

ships and farm villages horrendously devastated during the chaotic
war period of three decades and visiting families that had gone through
unspeakable horror and sufferings far too often caught in indiscriminate
bombings, landmines, cross-fires and even used as human shield. Many
families were forcibly evacuated from their homes to nowhere to be used
as camps by the warring factions. There was also forced conscription of
young adults, teenagers and even children and every family was affect-
ed. As for the damage caused to their homes and farm structures, it was
indeed extensive with all the bearings of the Cambodian nightmare

Jaffna Diocese
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We visited Bharatipuram, Murukandy, Kilinochchi, Shalomnagar
(Murippu) and Visvamadhu. We were forced to abandon Konavil a vil-
lage marooned by floods but took comfort because a few days earlier
we had a largely attended Festival of Lights Carol Service there.

This diversion however enabled us to meet Sugirtha, a young lady
who had lost both her legs and her friend helps her to get about on
her bicycle. We met them quite by chance on the roadside. What she
really needs is a 3-wheeler and Bishop Ammah has assured her one as
soon as possible. She has been fitted with Jaipur legs.

Sugirtha is determined to enter university and have a career of
her own. Her glowing smile and friendly nature had an inspiring
effect on us. It was super tonic that generates hope.

As we drove through the Wanni most of the time on low gears,
the violence that caused so much destruction to the region was
evident all over; ruined houses, polluted wells, burnt-out vehicles
in heaps in some places, bulldozed industrial plants, destroyed
farms, crownless palms, damaged water channels, and all kinds of
communication infrastructures and utility facilities seemed virtu-
ally non-existent. A rich agricultural region had suffered the worst
and that demands immediate and intensely concentrated repara-
tions.

Jaffna Diocese
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The people of the Wanni have been the helpless victims and as for the
perpetrators, it was a region they used against their will as a war zone.
They were slapped with illegal intolerable taxes too. The scale of com-
pensation they are entitled to is immense and the entire Sri Lankan
community and the government must have this as their top priority.
The rehabilitation efforts need to be fast-paced with permanent
structures; certainly not tarpaulin handouts anymore. Schools must
be returned to their respective communities. Army camps in schools
is bad in principle. Caution must be exercised to prevent corruption
sabotages whatever assistance is due to the people. Corruption in Sri
Lanka is hydra-headed and each head that crops up should be dealt
with instant dispatch without fear or favour.
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Even the Diaspora must
recognize the help the
people need as urgent
and immediate. We have
to help foster a new
generation of people
committed to peace and
goodwill among all com-
munities, a message
Bishop Danny Thiagara-
jah carried to the people

of the Wanni.

Jaffna Diocese
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The sacrament of Holy Communion had a very special meaning at all
the services held on this Christmas Day. The message from the bishop
was shared in the style of a family head calling them to heal their
wounds and move forward with tolerance, compassion and love. He as-
sured them the backing of the church.

The wayside meeting of Sugirtha was symbolic of this gesture. Who-
ever she is, she is our child as much as all the children and young peo-
ple. They are the torch bearers of our future. It was quite evident that
in a little over a year, the smiles have returned to the faces of the chil-
dren. | saw them cuddling around Bishop Danny at Mankulam as if he
was their own and dragging him under the mango tree to have photo-
graphs taken with him. They will cherish that experience for years.
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We visited six communities and another one, two days earlier and
found no family has been spared the ravages of the war with lost mem-
bers, seized young people many of whom have perished and those who
have lost one or more of their limbs. There were others even more seri-
ously injured and crippled for life. A war-widowed aunt has to take care
of her children and three of her nieces who lost their parents. The ex-
tended family is the refuge for many children.

Thousands have been traumatized and there are those who carry ir-
recoverable shrapnel and quite a few in the front lobes of their heads.
The number of people who have suffered serious shock and need help
is beyond count. Bishop Ammah Thaya, a psycho-analyst who heads the
JDCSI counseling services said that their work is an enormously exact-
ing, unending and emotionally distressing one to the extreme.

Our people are precious to us and this is the hour we must stand by

them fully, she said.
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“Wanni is a farming community and the mangers of this region have a
special significance at Christmas. We are able to rejoice with the people
of the Wanni because there is a new hope for them, said Thaya Thiaga-
rajah. She already has a ground team of helpers trained by her, all of
whom have suffered in the war.

Their quick recovery can be accounted to the meaningful spiritual lead-
ership of Bishop Thiagarajah and the guidance from Bishop Ammah
and their priests in the region. Theirs have been a Herculean challenge
and remains so and it will be for some years too.

Many a time the people of the Wanni had to flee without knowing to
where and what awaited them when attacks were made on their com-
munities often incessantly by aerial bombardment and infantry action.

-

At all times civilians were the vic-
tims and they perished in their hun-
dreds. In their flights some families
encountered armed groups who
gunned them down mercilessly.
Most of the time young people
would be seized and pressed to take
arms leaving them only two options,
either join the group and carry arms
or be shot on the spot.

9

A young lady described her ordeal in
vivid details how she saw the dead
and the suffering, smashed up and scattered limbs that shivered for a
while, dead bodies under her feet and many in various stages of pu-
trefaction, bunkers into which they took shelter not aware they were
half-full of corpses, injured begging for help that they could not offer,
women and young girls in torn and tattered clothes and children crying
for their parents either killed or got lost among the hundreds in flight.
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“Never for a second, | expected

to come out alive through this
hell on earth especially after | was
forced to carry a gun that | never
knew how to use or had any in-
tention of using it either,” she said
with an intensity of feelings for
those who perished in the war.
Had she not accepted the gun, she
would have been shot. She is now
a JDCSI staffer working in her com-
munity caring for small children as
her life's commitment.

These are children who have suf-
fered the war. It is on these chil-
dren we must lay the foundation
for a new nation that will yearn for
peace and goodwill, she said. She
was proud of the work the JDCSI

is doing among her people in the
Wanni.

People like her and communities
like hers are the primary focus of
the Rt Rev Dr Daniel Thiagarajah,
the Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese of
the Church of South India, his wife
Dr Thaya Thiagarajah, a psycho-
analyst and their church which
has several parishes in the Wanni.
Some of the Wanni churches were
founded and developed commu-
nity-style by Bishop Danny and
Thaya when he was an incumbent
priest there; this goes back to
twenty-five years.

Mankulam which was badly dam-
aged is virtually their second
home. They worked in the Wanni
with the vision that it is a farming
community and development of a
nation must be like roots that de-
velop into shoots from the people
convinced Mother Earth is a great
provider.

Jaffna Diocese
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Their work is totally committed to
the people of the Wanni immaterial
whether Christian, Hindu or oth-
ers and have adopted a number of
children as members of their fam- 7
ily. Apart from their work with their &5
churches developed with a real ?
priest cum parental relationship with& a _
them, the JDCSIl is very involved with r: >
Wanni’s rehabilitation, reconstruc- *
tion and reconciliation programmes.
Despite all kinds of constrains and
challenges, theirs is a role model
NGO commitment determined to
help the region back on its natural
farming feet and much sooner the
better.

Bishop Thiagarajah is an advocate of
grass roots socio-economic develop-
ment programmes and truly believes
that real liberation of the people _
have to come from them with socio- gie
economic stability and the respect
and love we value of our cultural
heritage and traditions. It is his phi-
losophy that liberation is for both,
the victim and the perpetrator if it is
to be meaningfu.

Visiting six of their parishes with
them gave me an impression of how
much they loved these people and
vice versa, how they knew each of
the families intimately as if they wereg®
their family and how much they are
devoted to their cause and welfare.
In Visvamadhu | met a group of elder
ladies who described their terrible
ordeal of being the last of the survi-
vors wading through neck-deep wa-
ters at Mulliyawalai and all they had
on them was one piece of clothing
they had worn for several days. They
saw how guns were turned on them
to prevent their escape.
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On an earlier flight, one of the ladies described how thousands sought
refuge in the Visvamadhu JDCSI Church compound and while all
around them bombs were falling on the entire village but not one
bomb fell on the church property. “This is God’s own refuge,” she said
with her hands in an act of gratitude clasping her palms together
above her head towards the church.

Shalomnagar in Murippu is a hundred-acre farm and the army had
cleared a very small portion of it of landmines to have the Christmas
service. The entire farm has been destroyed and needs to be cleared
of landmines; it was heart-rending to see such a rich farmland in dis-
use. The JDCSI is sparing no pains to have this land readied for its
rehabilitation programme.

In Mankulam plans are afoot to have families settled in lands belong-
ing to the church and develop a cooperative farming venture.

It was no surprise Bishop Thiagarajah and Thaya decide to spend the
Christmas Day with their people in the Wanni, bearing gifts and con-
duct Christmas services at every one of those parishes assisted by the
Reverends Joseph, Dixon, Selvantha, Annalingam and Devasagayam.
A tri-lingualist the Rev Joseph makes things happen with his wit and
congeniality, Rev Dixon with his readiness to undertake any task, Rev
Annalingam an expert in improvisation making the impossible be-
come a reality in Visvamadhu and Rev Devasagayam doing a good
public relations work at Kilinochchi. There is also the Rev Selvantha
for whom the Wanni is a new experience after serving in the east for
some years. He was a victim of the 2004 tsunami horror.

Jaffna Diocese
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Gifts of dry rations also came from the Colombo JDCSI Church and
others that were distributed to each family in the various parishes.
Previous evening, preaching at the Midnight Christmas Service at the
Cathedral Church at Vaddukoddai, Bishop Thiagarajah referred to how
the Angels appeared to the shepherds tending their flocks by night
and announced the great news of hope of peace and goodwill and
how they will find the newly born Baby Jesus, the redeemer Saviour,
Messiah and Lord wrapped up in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger.

The shepherds promptly went there, paid their respects and went back
to their fields.

It was still night but it was a different darkness to which they returned,
a darkness pregnant with hope for peace and goodwill towards all
men.

The Wanni Christmas Day experience had the same feelings. The peo-
ple have returned to their farms and they have a new hope blessed by
the inspiring visions of Bishop Danny Thiagarajah and his church.

s BPeNI0eN HTeHH 2 HidHaT alTlpdhHlaHled WaIaNIGIEHer
The Bishop’s Christmas Message
Guymwiy, SH60THIG le. 6lerd. HWITHFTEYT
e @bhaHul HHmFFeou wmp.Guymuin

SBlerOIDerd 6TTLIHI SHL_ 6161
sBlevgialled LDTMIL SHmHo
Capabhd HHDMTGLD.

@5 HL6|6HEH@G LDTE)IL LD
SluFlwbd 9evevg CxHemael
TS &L 19 HIBS @Bl
LTI & gnl (HBalled &L a6l
OB T6mT (HeITe 6T 6hemF eI
B8 absHULLATDEI

Jaffna Diocese

IOl (HLD6V6V, SHL Q6T LOTEL SHeMHSH HIDGH FTUIeVeD LML HS
LIQUIleTTeD, SIbh&H &FMTUIGD LOMBIGTIDED LTHISTULGHID Si6l]
L6l WT&lermgl. 61eGou SSHMILIIPLD OTEDIL &M IS0
Fmuwied S1pb&HIGCUTHTEUENT60TOTHL LITHISTUILIGHID HL 6T
S0P GTIemel DiIlIwgHer Qer6ermm GCBTeHHIOTGLD.
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spPeavg LTDILE®SS Copans plabe gésream®m caupmsilssle
BOLOUBMB @aIBeV6V. OMTBTSH, FFHPHTHH 6D WEHBENH DIGIBTL S
AUTDG| SIMILIBIG6T D BIBWDHH RATEBUITGD. DIOTH  LIGV6UENSHUIT60T
Gemdaflennmed LUTHSSIUL L euHenmul, OFmeoleomentT G6udenensemner s
GI0b ST HNMTUI, HIGTUFTHTHDH60 CLPDSIWIITHNTUIS SHTewTLILIL L
w&HHmen L LUSBOSHHTEB Henmeust Sple0Hialed WLTDIL HIGUSHTFLD

eIboaUTBemell CQUTBISHSHaumTulled GUTOTTRIMI (LPIYHSHIETENSI.

g walpFFCw. guilaid GuTIMB MHlewed FLOTHT6IE S 6ol
UL OarCmT levevg DIMWGH U Hlenev 6TaTGeouT D606V
(Wpupemweaurpaller o (HeuTésh 61erGmT BT Fnpil  (PQWITSI.

DS HET DIMETHSG! Hlenevdeed BHlenmenalll OLmIeUgHGe
Sludlwb. ety el GLROWMMmIS6T HevL ClLMMIS 6\HTewT(H
AUMHAUG 610SHGHSH CHTYL HousHTd SHULIMID HIGTUFTH]T S H 60
Feals FHalldal aumpallar eHTImISmenGu SWHSIL L Hlenevul-
60 yFHlweurpaienel HFHDH DSMBHTH GRIHH HalHGD LDHHeNF)
SHlOTLIWI) DIILITIGHT E6e060TH @LIGBLILBGAISTED FLOTHTEILD
9IV6VGH MG S (B eTeiml BLOUMECHT DIVLH DTS GHEF
CFTeOMICHT 61HHOGUT(H HETENOU|LD LIUISSTH. OTBITSH, SI6UJH o6l eor
glerlliwied pleweatadHel GHenionhsLILBGaCsh DIGUTLILLL D& HeTg
LSIUTIDASHHTR DIHHLUTTLD 6TeiTll 2 60l [HSHeUTH6NTH  LDE 6T 6ol
BOBTIDOHHTH 6IDIOTEDL BUISRIBeNe| Uenlldemend Glguiul
(PpeiTU(HoUGH Dleudlulib.

@b BOLUISmBMHU 2 LUl DHSHMTHUI BILD, DIMHDI
HBHEHSHGD @HBIIGmBMU 26T 19 DDBEUT DIeNLDED BHOTBT].
elbemioll Uigg sleien smflhel BHRISIL eugeormmled SHemeoul-

b Gl L Semmeust gmm alGLTFaISHMmS DI(HEHUTITH.
HBHEHHG BOLISHmBULL (HLD 261L_SHEISETTS BHILD 6TLDENLD

® (HUTSH&H&H0sTeTEnals FHMlevg Upllear GFuiglenul BT
o_auteanowTaGeu o _eTeunmiaullmeS@CmID BHBID  SibB SDame
Aarpid o ulflyLear meudhH(HSHHaICBTD aarm GFTe0eIGHer 6lu-
M(HONTGLD.

Bampeiat BHs BLlbmasLLar BT bd aubBLL Snfleds LBy
allipremeud GaTewiLTL b, 6% mHIDLISmaUL T BaTenCGomy Lglul
LSS a6 LTCauddaab SimeT Ufleuryms.

SlmTal(HHGLD HIPlerd ! LIBLIL BWID UG eu(bL 6UTDS HdHHmeNd
OB fe & 18 61 & 61T (61H 5| 681 G 3601 .

aBsHHTT.  smflpefled CuOITel o HHapal aauHar DTHHD DHGa.
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New year lunch at the psychiatric hospital at Tellippalai
e | '
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Patients of the Tellipallai Psychiat-
ric Hospital were treated to a grand
Christmas Tree event led by S R Jesu-
palan at which many participated
from the community.

The evening was marked by a great

deal of singing and dancing in which | t
the patients participated spontane- |
ously. Their enthusiasm was such; *
they danced and sang late into the |
night. They would have danced all
night.

The JDCSI treated them to lunch on
New Year’s Day and this operation
was carried out by RevBenjamin
Jeyarajah, Victor Jeyakumar and
Pradeep Kumar. Mr Jeyakumar who
participated in the cooking of the
main dish in the backyard of Bishop’s
House, Vaddukoddai commented
that treating these patients was an
overwhelming experiece for him and :
a great way to begin a New Year. Rev Benjamin Jeyarajah

Jaffna Diocese
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allai Church should be a national monument
. R :

Tellipallai Church of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India
(JDCSI) caught up and marooned within the Northern High Security
Zone for thirty years is in a sad and pathetic state. Thanks to the ef-
forts made by Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah there is now the hope of
bringing it back to its pristine glory, and more especially to have it
renovated and a declared as a national historical monument. With a
fast-growing banyan tree, the front gives an Ankhor Wat characteris-
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It was in Tellipallai almost 200 years ago Jaffna’s forays into modern
medicine and education began when the earliest of the missionaries
from the US arrived in 1816 and began their services to the commu-
nity. The memorial grounds next to the church indicate the sacrifice
these missionaries made especially the deaths at very young age of
their wives.
New Year afternoon was a memorable event with a service of Holy
Communion led by Bishop Thiagarajah assisted by the Reverends
Sivaguru Joseph, Antony Saverimuttu and Benjamin Jeyarajah with
Bible readings rendered in Tamil and Sinhalese and Bishop’s message
also interpreted in Sinhalese. Among the worshippers were members
of the 515 Brigade who had earlier cleaned up the missionary grave-
yard and the church, which was no easy task, and made it read y for
the service. They also provided the chairs for the congregation.

Jaffna Diocese
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The Rev Catherine Joseph and Thaya Thiagarajah led in the singing of
some choruses in three languages and Nithi Kanagartnam sang “Just a
closer walk with thee, “as a special.

Following the church service, the entire congregation moved to the
missionary graveyard for an act of gratitude to the missionaries ac-
knowledging the difference they made to our people at great price,
and for the final blessings. He also acknowledged the help rendered
by the officers and men of the 515 Brigade and their understanding
that this place of worship is precious to us. Although weekly services
are not held, Tellipallai being a deserted township, special services are
held by the JDCSI from time to time in which Tellipallai residents who
live outside the zone participate.

We have to be grateful and proud of some historical landmarks in the
north and if there is anything so important and memorable in particu-
lar, it is the Tellipallai Church. Its renovation along with its mission
bungalow will be a grateful testimony of our people to the pioneers of
modern medicine and education let alone the Good News of the Gos-
pel they propagated.

The previous night the Uduvil Church and surrounds were gaily deco-
rated with electric lamps by the local Brigade 513 and officers and men
also participated as or with the community they surprised everyone
after the service with gifts and also provided cakes and coffee.

Brisbane, Asustralia

HERO OF FAITH

Brother Thiviaharan Nalliah

Remembering
Brother Thiviaharan Nalliah by Christy Thiagarajah

The reality of mortal life has its inevitable end. No human being is an exception to
this fate. A loss of someone dear can have painful tremors and deep sorrows; Brother
Thiviaharan Nalliah, my dear friend who said his final earthly amen, will leave in my
heart a deep vacuum for a long time to come; that is until | can reconcile to the real-
ity of the inevitable.

| came to know him in 1989 on the day Saku and | got married. He is a relative by
marriage. From then onwards he created an impact on me especially in respect of
our faith and its spiritual dimensions. | learnt a great deal from his living example
and would often consult with him when | needed some direction and guidance. So
much so, he became virtually a spiritual guru to me.

More than a pastor with a dedicated evangelistic calling Thivia sincerely cared for
the soul and spiritual well being of all those he came into contact with and served as
a faithful steward. He planted trees and nourished them and the fruits of his labour
were precious to him.

Dedicated his life to the work that God wanted him do. His influence on today’s Tamil
Christian society was immense.

®) Please consider the environment before you print this e-mail




Church of South India

Newsletter January 2011

Aussie children are prime examele
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Christmas . C'hlldren_éuﬁd Chrlstlamty

During a short holiday in Sri Lanka, Vijayan, Nilani and their three daugh-
ters visited Jaffna particularly to visit our children at the Homes in Udu-
vil and Pandateruppu. Not only did they spontaneously befriended the
children they also entertained to lunch, following with they gave gifts to
them.

The event was smart with a grate deal of dancing and singing in which all
the children freely participated. The Australian children grately heartened
by this experience and they are looking forward to continue their rela-
tionship with these girls from the Girls"Homes.

Nilani is the daughter of Kingsely and Rev. Mrs. Angela Thambiappa.
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